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a new play, than if you had never had any thing to do with
the stage.' JOHNSON. 'Why, Sir, our tastes greatly alter.
The lad does not care for the child's rattle, and the old man
does not care for the young man's whore.' GOLDSMITH.
*Nay, Sir, but your Muse was not a whore.' JOHNSON. 'Sir,
I do not think she was. But as we advance in the journey of
life, we drop some of the things which have pleased us;
whether it be that we are fatigued and don't choose to carry
so many things any farther, or that we find other things which
we like better.5 Bo SWELL. TBut, Sir, why don't you give us
something in some other way?' GOLDSMITH. 'Ay, Sir, we
have a claim upon you.' JOHNSON. 'No, Sir, I am not ob-
liged to do any more. No man is obliged to do as much as he
can do. A man is to have part of his life to himself. If a
soldier has fought a good many campaigns, he is not to be
blamed if he retires to ease and tranquillity. A physician,
who has practised long in a great city, may be excused if he
retires to a small town, and takes less practice. Now, Sir, the
good I can do by my conversation bears the same propor-
tion to the good I can do by my writings, that the practice
of a physician, retired to a small town, does to his practice
in a great city.' Bo SWELL. 'But I wonder, Sir, you have not
more pleasure in writing than in not writing.' JOHNSON.
'Sir, you may wonder,'
In February, 1767, there happened one of the most re-
markable incidents of Johnson's life, which gratified his
monarchical enthusiasm, and which he loved to relate with
all its circumstances, when requested by his friends. This was
his being honoured by a private conversation with his
Majesty, in the library at the Queen's house. He had fre-
quently visited those splendid rooms and noble collection of
books,4 which he used to say was more numerous and curious
than he supposed any person could have made in the time
which the King had employed. Mr [Frederick Augusta] Bar-
nard, the librarian, took care that he should have every
accommodation that could contribute to his ease and con-
venience, while indulging his literary taste in that place; so
that he had here a very agreeable resource at leisure hours.
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